
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



GREETINGS FROM MAYOR BURTON

I am pleased to join the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton in kicking off 
Black History Month 2024 on behalf of the Town of Oakville, my colleagues on the 
Town Council and Oakville residents.

Our town takes pride in recognizing and celebrating the diverse contributions of 
our African and Caribbean community members. Their contributions have 
enriched Oakville's cultural fabric.

This year's theme, 'Celebrating Culture and History,' strongly reflects our 
dedication to honoring and learning from the experiences and achievements of 
the Black community. It serves as a valuable opportunity for reflection and 
education.

I commend the CCAH for your tireless efforts in organizing these essential 
cultural events throughout the year. The CCAH plays a crucial role in promoting 
understanding and harmony across Oakville. The Town of Oakville continues to 
develop our Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Accessibility Multi-Year Plan to 

everyone feels they belong. The plan will be the first formalized town-wide plan for 
Oakville.

We look forward to the performances, events and educational opportunities
offered in the Black History Month 2024 program, I anticipate engaging and 
enlightening experiences for all.

Please accept my best wishes for a very successful and memorable Black History 
Month!

Yours very sincerely,

Rob Burton
Mayor, Town of Oakville



ANITA ANAND
MEMBER OF 
PARLIAMENTOAKVILLE

  February 2024
Dear Oakville Friends and Neighbours,

Throughout Black History Month we reflect on and celebrate the remarkable contributions of 
Black Canadians to industries, communities, and cultural heritage in Canada and around the 
world. It is without a doubt that Canada’s greatest strength blooms in its diversity, and 
organizations like the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton (CCAH) continue to play a 
critical role in sharing Black history and fostering more inclusive spaces for everyone. 

Our government is committed to building inclusive communities and addressing the inequities 
of our past and present. At the Treasury Board Secretariat, we are working to create a 
workplace that addresses and prevents harassment, discrimination, and violence. More 
specifically, in recognizing that Black public service employees can face barriers in career 
advancement, as well as distinct mental health challenges, we are working to co-create a Black 
Mental Health Fund and programs to address other barriers in the workplace. Additionally, we 
announced a panel of experts that will provide recommendations to the government on the 
design and creation of a new restorative engagement program (REP) for public service 
employees. Through the REP we will find ways to address harm and promote healing for all 
employees, including Black employees who have reported experiencing harassment, 
discrimination, and violence in the workplace. 

Since 1977, the CCAH has stood as a pillar of inclusivity, and connected communities across
Halton through a wide range of activities and programs that showcase African Heritage. As we 
celebrate the contributions of Black Canadians and continue to learn from our past, let’s 
remember that everyone has a role to play in building a strong and inclusive future. 

As always, my constituency office remains available at (905)388-2008 or 
anita.anand@parl.gc.ca if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely yours,

Hon. Anita Anand,
Member of Parliament, Oakville



2525 Old Bronte Road, Suite 590 • Oakville, ON • L6M 4J2 • 905-847-4043 • Pam.Damoff@parl.gc.ca • MPDamoff.ca

Pam Damoff, M.P. 
Oakville North-Burlington

Thursday, February 1st, 2024

To the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton in Celebration of Black History Month 2024

From an excerpt of Poem No.4 by Ijeoma Umebinyuo: “You call me ‘sister’/ not because you / are my blood / 
but because / you understand / the kind of tragedies / we both have endured…” The Black experience can be 
unique in both history and culture, but in many cases can provide a sense of unity and empowerment through 
community. 

Black History Month embodies the life, legacy, and beauty of Black individuals in the past, present, and future 
who are creating or have created space, hope and inspiration for many generations to come. This year’s theme is 
‘Black Excellence: A Heritage to Celebrate; a Future to Build’ which brings a light to embracing a proud 
heritage, forging a future of endless possibilities. Celebrating achievements of every Black woman, man and 
child and building a legacy of strength and unity.

The continued presence and leadership in our community of the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton is 
vital in ensuring that Black history and culture is recognized, shared, and celebrated. Thank you for your 
dedication and hard work in bringing Black history and culture to life during Black History Month and beyond. 

Sincerely,

Pam Damoff, MP
Oakville North-Burlington



CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
16 Hugh Lane
Milton, ON  L9T 2C6
T: 905-693-7046

ADAM VAN KOEVERDEN, M.P.
MILTON

OTTAWA OFFICE
830 Valour Building
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6
T:  613-992-7046

February 1, 2024

I m honoured to join th official Black 
History Month. Since the Honourable Jean Augustine, the first black woman elected to the 
House of Commons, introduced an unanimously passed motion in 1995, we recognize February 
as Black History Month.

Black History Month is truly a time to honour the trailblazers who came before us, amplify 
Black voices, and acknowledge the profound achievements of the Black community that have 
contributed to our history, and helped create a more inclusive and equitable nation.

acknowledge and honour 
the extraordinary accomplishments, vibrant cultures, and heritage of our Black and Afro-
descendant communities. In my role as a public servant, I look towards individuals such as the 
Honourable Jean Augustine, as well as to my colleagues, the Honourable Ahmed Hussen, the 
Honourable Marci Ien, The Honourable Greg Fergus, MP Hedy Fry, MP Michael Coteau, MP 
Arielle Kayabaga, and MP Emmanuel Dubourg as sources of immense inspiration. They have 
paved the way forward for the next generations, encouraging future Black Canadians to continue 
making incredible impacts on politics, academia, sports, health, sciences, business, and the arts. 

Thank you especially to Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton (CCAH), who work 
tirelessly to uplift and showcase the strengths of Black communities through education and 
engagement. Your dedication and passion have made our community a much better place, and 
for that I extend my sincerest gratitude.

Black history is Canadian history, and all year-round, Black Canadians continue to help us 
develop into a stronger, beautifully diverse country.

Happy Black History Month!

Sincerely,

Adam van Koeverden, M.P. for Milton





Greetings from Stephen Crawford, Member of the Provincial Parliament

As we embrace the 2024 Black History Month, I am delighted to extend my warmest greetings to 
everyone involved in the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton (CCAH) and its celebration 
of culture and history.

This year's theme, "Celebrating Culture and History," resonates deeply as we acknowledge and 
honour the diverse and rich contributions of the Caribbean, Black, and African communities. It is 
a time to reflect on our shared histories, celebrate achievements, and look forward with hope and 
determination.

The CCAH's commitment to the pillars of education, culture, community, and harmony is a 
beacon of inspiration, promoting unity and understanding within our community. The array of 
events planned are not just a celebration, but an essential part of our ongoing journey towards 
inclusivity and mutual respect.

May this year's Black History Month be a time of learning, celebration, and growth for all. I look 
forward to the continued success of the CCAH and the vibrant contributions it makes to our 
community.

Wishing you a fruitful and enlightening Black History Month.

                                

Stephen Crawford,
Member of Provincial Parliament

      Oakville



Please accept my warm greetings and best wishes to all those celebrating Black History Month 2024.  

This year’s theme of “Celebrating Culture and History” brings to mind a quote by the late Nelson 
Mandela: “Art has the power to change the world, the power to inspire, the power to unite people in a 
way that little else can”. 

It is critical that we, as a province, continue to build our collective understanding of Caribbean, Black and 
African cultures through history, art, literature, and music.

The Region of Halton is one of the largest urban centres for immigration in Ontario and the black 
community comprises a sizable portion of our population and continues to contribute significantly to the 
prosperity and fabric of our region.

And worth noting, is that Burlington was the first city in the world to acclaim August as Emancipation 
Month, which recognizes the struggle for human rights and the rich contributions made by Peoples of 
African descent.

Last year, I was honoured to join the Town of Oakville and the City of Burlington to proclaim Black 
History Month. 

Among other celebratory and cultural events, I was privileged to join in the celebration of the life and 
legacy of CCAH’s long-time leader Veronica Tyrell with her son, and your current President, Andrew, 
when the Town of Oakville dedicated a park in north Oakville in her name. Truly a lasting legacy of her 
commitment to our community. And I was equally honoured to join CCAH for a special screening of 
“Finding Freedom on the Sixteen”, a documentary by award-winning filmmaker Anthony Sherwood that 
explores the history of African-descendant communities around Oakville Harbour.  

Black culture encompasses a rich tapestry of traditions, art, music, literature, and cuisine. By celebrating 
Black culture, we gain a deeper understanding and appreciation for the unique contributions that the 
Black community brings to Ontario and Canada. It is a vital aspect of building a society that values and 
respects the contributions of all its members. 

Black History is Ontario History. Black History is Canadian History.

Sincerely,

Effie Triantafilopoulos MPP
Oakville North-Burlington



Message from Halton Regional Chair Gary Carr

I would like to congratulate the Canadian Caribbean 
Association of Halton on its 2024 Black History Month 
celebrations and educational events.

On behalf of Regional Council, I thank you for your efforts 
to support diversity and positive change in Halton. Black 
History Month provides us with an opportunity to learn 
about and honour the deep cultural and historical 
contributions and achievements of Black Canadians in 
Halton and Canada.

Halton Region’s social, cultural and economic development 
is strengthened when we are inclusive, seek all perspectives, and value everyone who 
calls Halton home. 

In reflecting on this year’s theme ‘Celebrating Culture and History’, I appreciate the 
Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton’s efforts to increase awareness of the 
diversity within our community and make the lives of Halton residents culturally richer. 
‘Celebrating Culture and History’ means learning about the great traditions and 
experiences of all people, and including all voices in our understanding of Halton and 
Canada.

Thank you once again for organizing the programs and celebrations for this year’s Black 
History Month. By appreciating each other’s differences, embracing diversity and being 
more inclusive, we make Halton a great place to live, work, raise a family and retire.

Sincerely,

Gary Carr
Halton Regional Chair



January, 2024

On behalf of the Halton Regional Police Service, I am honoured to support this
year’s Black History Month and the many related events, sponsored by the 
Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton. 

Black History Month is an opportunity for all of us to recognize and honour the
enormous contributions that the black community has made across all sectors in 
Canada. It is also an opportunity to heighten our focus on building an inclusive
and equitable society where we all have the opportunity to prosper, grow and
ultimately succeed.

Our Service is committed to building upon the many incredible partnerships we
have established. These partnerships have enabled us to better understand and 
meet the needs of the communities we serve, and to do our part to promote the 
cultural diversity our Region is known for. 

Our Service is proud of our partnership with the Canadian Caribbean Association 
of Halton and look forward to many collaborative opportunities in the future. 

Diversity is our strength. 

Stephen J. Tanner 
Chief of Police
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Mayor s Office | 426 Brant Street, PO Box 5013, Burlington, ON L7R 3Z6
Phone: 905-335-7777 | Email: mayor@burlington.ca

The Office of Mayor Marianne Meed Ward
City of Burlington

Dear Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton,

On behalf of the City of Burlington, I would like to thank the Canadian Caribbean Association 
of Halton for their important work in highlighting Black history for our region. Our history is full 
of remarkable individuals who fought for their freedom, travelled through the Underground 
Railroad, and established themselves in southern Ontario with entrepreneurship, courage,
and resilience. 

The City of Burlington is a strong supporter of the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton,
and is passionate about commemorating Black history. As Mayor, I am proud that Burlington 
was the first city in the world to acclaim August as Emancipation Month. This was an initiative 
I championed through a partnership with the Halton Black History Awareness Society. We 
raise the Pan African Flag at Burlington City Hall every year in honour of this proclamation, 
and to celebrate both Emancipation Day and the International Day for People of African 
Descent. 

One of my five pillars as Mayor of Burlington is to promote community pride, so everyone 
feels welcome and included. Understanding Black history and honouring Black culture is 
fundamental to this. Thank you again to the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton for 
their significant contributions to our community. We are dedicated to the goals of CCAH and 
together celebrate Black culture and history in our region.

Best wishes for a fantastic event!

Mayor Marianne Meed Ward
City of Burlington



Mayor s Message

recognizing Black History Month across Halton.

The focus of the CCAH's four pillars of education, culture, community, and harmony 
resonates with our shared vision of a society enriched by its diversity and 
strengthened by its unity.

To further understand how Milton celebrates and respects culture and diversity, 
explore the Town's culture plan, "Here to Stay," which provides a framework that 
continues to guide equitable, creative and collaborative cultural planning in Milton.

Sincerely,

Gord Krantz

Mayor, Town of Milton



 

1 Halton Hills Drive, Georgetown, L7G 5G2 

905-873-2600  |  1-877-712-2205  |  haltonhills.ca 

Town of Halton Hills 
Office of the Mayor 

Acton 
Georgetown 

Esquesing 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I am delighted to have this opportunity to share some thoughts in honour 
of Black History Month and  
History . This important annual recognition helps us see and appreciate 
the world from a variety of perspectives and in doing so, builds bridges 
between individuals and cultures. 

We have a responsibility to learn from history and apply this knowledge to 
foster a culture of collaboration and inclusion that in turn drives progress, 
justice and equity. 

Events such as the one this evening help us see and appreciate the world from a variety of 
perspectives and in doing so, enriches all our lives.  

May you enjoy  celebration.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ann Lawlor 
Mayor, Town of Halton Hills 



-







Brampton | Mississauga | Oakville The Sheridan College Institute of
Technology and Advanced Learning
1430 Trafalgar Road

T 905 845 9430

Oakville, Ontario L6H 2L1

January 2024

On behalf of Sheridan College, I am proud to support the Canadian Caribbean Association of 
Halton in their events throughout Black History Month each year.

I would like to congratulate the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton for their tireless work
to educate and engage the Halton community to celebrate Black and Caribbean culture and 
history. 

Black History Month calls on us all to reflect on the past and challenge ourselves to improve for 
the future. As an anchor institution in Oakville, I encourage all our students to attend and 
support Black History Month-related events taking place in our community.

Whether it is creating the Sheridan Black Excellence Committee, or providing greater equity, 
diversity, inclusion and decolonization opportunities for students, faculty and staff, Sheridan 
strives to improve every day.  

Sheridan is a proud partner with the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton and shares its 
belief that valuing differences equally is essential to social, cultural and economic growth. We 
look forward to furthering our relationship in 2024 and beyond.

Sincerely,

Janet Morrison, Ph.D
President and Vice-Chancellor





Maternal Child room dedicated to CCAH in 
honour of the ongoing support of past 

President Veronica Tyrrell.   



Oakville Hospital Foundation    www.oakvillehospitalfoundation.com 905.338.4642
Mailing Address: 3001 Hospital Gate, Oakville, ON  L6M 0S8   Charitable No.:  13145 3490 RR0001

February 2024

On behalf of the Oakville Hospital Foundation, I extend heartfelt congratulations to the 
Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton (CCAH) for their exceptional commitment to 
celebrating Black History Month in our community.

This year's theme, "Celebrating Culture and History," ignites the spirit of honouring the rich 
tapestry of traditions that shape our shared history. At Oakville Hospital Foundation, our 
mission is to create an inclusive, welcoming, and accessible giving environment, 
understanding the diverse experiences and backgrounds of Oakville's vibrant residents. 
This month holds special significance as we pay tribute to the profound contributions and 
achievements of Black individuals throughout the history of our hospital.

In commemorating Black culture and accomplishments in Canada, I want to publicly 
express my deep gratitude to the Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton for their 
enduring support of Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital. CCAH has been a steadfast and 
generous partner, contributing significantly to world-class community healthcare. A 
special acknowledgment goes to Andrew Tyrrell, a valuable member of our Board of 
Directors. Andrew's leadership, dedication, and unwavering support have been 
instrumental in advancing our mission and enhancing the well-being of the Oakville 
community.

Thank you for your ongoing generosity, CCAH. Best wishes as we collectively celebrate this 
special month, embracing and cherishing the cultural tapestry that defines us.

Sincerely,

Mary McPherson, CFRE

Chief Executive Officer
Oakville Hospital Foundation
3001 Hospital Gate, Oakville, Ontario L6M 0L8
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